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I. General information about Austria Population: 8.3m
Area: 83.000 km2 
Federal units : 9 (Länder)
Capital : Vienna (1.5m)
EU member : since 1995
Geographic features : 
landlocked, West and 
Centre mountainous (2/3 
Alpine), flat lands in East
Economy : 2/3 services, 1/3 
industry, less than 3% 
agriculture
Tax ratio : 42% of GDP
Language : German
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II. Constitutional history

Ç 1918: Republic of Austria founded after 
World War I by German - speaking provinces 
(Länder) of Austro - Hungarian Empire

Ç Seven Constituent Länder (now 9)

Ç 1920: Federal Constitution

A little bit of historyé



II. Constitutional history

Ç 1920 Federal Constitutional Act forms the 
main body of Austrian federal constitutional law. 

Ç 1933 and 1945: One party rule and later 
occupation by (Nazi - )Germany; World War II

ÇConstitutional Convention (2003 - 2005): only 
minor changes  
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