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Health care organization and financing

in eleven federal countries
ï

Eight key issues
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Federalism

25 countries ï40 % of world population

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, Comoros, Ethiopia, Germany, India, 

Malaysia, Mexico, Micronesia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia, St. Kitts and Nevis, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, United Arab 

Emirates, United States of America, and Venezuela. Some sources add Palau and Congo (Democratic Republic) to the list of 

federal countries. The following countries are considering or preparing their federal set-up: Iraq, Sudan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal

Federalism is a form of government: ñ... 

Áemphasizing both vertical power-sharing across different 

levels of governance 

and, at the same time, 

Áthe integration of different territorial and socio-economic 

units, cultural and ethnic groups in one single polity .ñ 

[Oxford Dictionary]
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Federalism and health care

Eight key issues

1. Explicit mentioning of health in the constitution

2. Federal set-up

3. Organization of health care

4. - Responsibilities of federal level

5. - Responsibilities of state and lower levels

6. Financial contributions

7. Stewardship and governance

8. Federalism and welfare 
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Message 1 

The length of a constitution 

does not predict good governance 

nor good health system performance.

Some well functioning federations

have short constitutions 

and do not even mention health (care)
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ÅExample Australia

ÅExample Brazil

Historical federal set-up
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ÅExample Yugoslavia

Disintegration of 

Socialist Federal Republic 

of Yugoslavia 

started 1991

The federal set-up

Ethnic groups

Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (1943-1991) 


